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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Desborough  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Burditt  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  Urban  District  for  1949. 

The  health  of  the  district  appears  to  be  very  satisfactory  and  it  is 
pleasing  to  record  that  in  1942  and  1949  no  infant  deaths  occured. 

During  the  year  the  water  undertaking  passed  over  to  the  Mid- 
Northamptonshire  Water  Board. 

I wish  to  express  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support  throughout  the  year  and 
also  to  the  Clerk  and  Sanitary  Surveyor  for  their  co-operation. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  T.  MURPHY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  principal  statistics  for  the  years 
1945,  1946,  1947,  1948,  1949. 


Area  (acres)  

Population — 

(Registrar-General’s  estimate)  ... 
Number  of  Live  Births 
Legitimate 

Illegitimate  

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population 

Number  of  Still  Births  

Legitimate  ...  

Illegitimate  

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 
Births 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

Number  of  Deaths 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 

(corrected) 

in 

Total  Maternal  Deaths 

(a)  Puerperal  Sepsis 

(b)  Other  Puerperal  Causes 

Infantile  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  Live 
Births  

Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  two 
years  of  age 

Deaths  from  acute  poliomyelitis  and 
polioencephalitis 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

2400 

2400 

2400 

2400 

2400 

4226 

4429 

4494 

4621 

4645 

66 

99 

97 

66 

62 

59 

96 

94 

65 

61 

7 

3 

3 

1 

1 

15.61 

22.35 

21.58 

14.28 

13.34 

1 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

2 

14.92 

38.83 

10.20 

29.41 

31.25 

0.23 

0.90 

0.22 

0.43 

0.43 

52 

47 

50 

47 

57 

12.30 

10.61 

11.12 

10.17 

11.04 

15.15 

30.30 

10.30 

45.45 

nil 

1 

— 

3 

2 

3 

9 

9 

10 

11 
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1 

1 
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SECTION  A.  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 


Area  (acres)  2,400 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  ...  4,645 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1949)  according  to 

Rate  Books  1,504 

Rateable  Value  £22,\55 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  ,(^84 


The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  as  follows: — Boot- 
and  Shoe  manufacture,  corset  manufacture,  manufacture  of  cardboard 
boxes  and  rigid  containers,  ironstone  quarrying,  farming. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  : 

LIVE  BIRTHS  Total  Males  Females 


Legitimate  61 

24 

37 

lUegitimate  1 

— 

1 

Totals  62 

24 

38 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 

13.34 

STILL  BIRTHS  Total  Males  Females 

2 2 — 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  31.25 

DEATHS  Total  Males  Females 

57  34  23 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  11.04 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  — 

Other  Puerperal  causes  — 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (hve  and  still)  births  — 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  hve  births — 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  hve  births  ...  — 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  hve  births  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  8 

Deaths. — Comparabihty  factor  for  1949  was  0.90.  No  compara- 
bihty  figures  have  been  issued  since  1940.  The  crude  death  rate  per 
1,000  population  for  1949  was  12.27  which  multiphed  by  the  compara- 
bihty factor  of  0.90  supphed  by  the  Registrar-General  gives  a corrected 
Death  rate  of  11.04.  This  death  rate  of  11.04  is  the  rate  which,  it  is 
assumed,  would  be  arrived  at  if  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  pop- 
ulation of  Desborough  Urban  District  were  distributed  in  the  same 
proportion  as  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 
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Births. — The  following  table  shows  the  birth  rate  for  1949 
together  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

Live  Birth  Rates,  1949 

Desborough  13.34 

England  and  Wales  16.7 

Infantile  mortahty  is  the  number  of  deaths  in  children  under  one 
year  of  age  per  1,000  hve  births.  This  is  an  indication  of  the  environ- 
mental and  social  conditions  of  a community  with  special  reference  to 
housing,  overcrowding,  and  maternity  and  child  welfare. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rates,  1949 

Desborough  nil 

England  and  Wales  32.00 

The  registered  causes  of  death  were  as  follows : — 

Males  Females 

All  causes  


1 Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

2 Cerebro-spinal  Fever  

3 Scarlet  Fever  ...  

4 Whooping  Cough  

5 Diptheria  

6 Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

7 Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

8 Syphihtic  diseases  

9 Influenza  

10  Measles  

1 1 Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  polioencephalitis 

12  Acute  infantile  encephalitis 

13  Cancer  

14  Diabetes  

15  Heart  Disease  

16  Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

17  Other  circulatory  diseases 

18  Bronchitis 

19  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

20  Other  respiratory  diseases 

21  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  ... 

22  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

23  Appendicitis  

24  Other  digestive  diseases  

25  Nephritis  

26  Puerperal  causes  

27  Premature  Birth  

28  Congenital  debility,  malformation,  an 

birth  injury  

29  Suicide  

30  Road  traffic  accidents  

31  Other  violent  causes  

32  All  other  causes  


34 


1 

13 

3 

3 

2 

1 


23 

1 


1 — 


— 1 


7 

1 

1 

6 
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4 


1 — 

— 1 


Total 

57 
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14 
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SECTION  B.  General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

(a)  Laboratory  facilities. — Bacteriological  examinations  have 
been  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Northampton. 
The  following  specimens  were  examined: — 1949 

Swabs  1 

Blood  — 

Faeces  — 

Urine  — 

(h)  Ambulance  facilities. — The  County  Council  became  res- 
ponsible for  ambulance  services  from  5th  July,  1948.  The  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade  carry  out  the  service  on  behalf  of  the  County 
Council  for  non-infectious  cases. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  home. — From  the  5th  July,  1948  the  County 
Council  became  responsible  for  Home  Nursing  services.  Details  of 
the  work  carried  out  during  1949  are  as  follows. 

General  Midwifery  Maternity  Total  visits 

168  12  27  3297 

(d)  Treatment  centres  and  clinics. — A County  Council 

Welfare  Clinic  is  held  twice  monthly.  A Medical  Officer  attends  one 
session  each  month. 

The  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  and  Veneral  Diseases  passed  to 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  on  5th  July,  1948. 

Diptheria  Immunisation. — From  1941  immunisation  has  been 
offered  to  children  between  the  ages  of  nine  months  and  fifteen  years 
of  age. 

The  number  of  children  who  were  immunised  in  1949  is  as  follows : 

Under  5 years  40 

5 to  14  years  0 

Total  40 

The  number  of  children  who  have  had  the  full  course  of  immuni- 

sation since  the  beginning  of  the  scheme  is  as  follows : — 

Age  at  31-12-49  Under  11  2 3 4 

i.e.  Born  in  year  1949  1948  1947  1946  1945 

Number  immunised  0 36  42  38  21 

Estimated  mid-year  population  1949,  367 
Age  at  31-12-49  5 to  9 10  to  14 

i.e.  Born  in  year  1940-1944  1935-1939 

Number  immunised  188  242 

Estimated  mid-year  population  1949,  524 

The  above  figures  do  not  include  those  children  immunised  by 
private  arrangement. 

The  number  of  children  who  received  a reinforcing  injection  of 
Diptheria  prophylactic  during  the  year  was  12. 
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SECTION  C.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply. — A good  supply  of  water  both  in  quantity  and 
quality  was  maintained  throughout  the  year.  At  no  time  was  it  necessary 
to  enforce  restrictions  or  curtail  the  supply. 

Four  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water  were  taken  at 
various  times  of  the  year,  both  under  wet  and  dry  weather  conditions. 
Each  report  stated  that  the  samples  were  satisfactory.  No  chemical 
examination  of  the  water  was  made.  The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent 
action. 

The  whole  of  the  population  is  served  by  the  public  piped  supply, 
with  the  exception  of  five  farms  which  are  a long  distance  from  the 
service  mains.  About  one  eighth  of  the  houses  and  population,  mostly 
in  the  old  portion  of  the  town  are  served  by  standpipes  in  the  yard  or 
at  the  rear  of  the  houses.  I am  pleased  to  state  that  during  the  year 
twenty-seven  houses  have  had  a supply  taken  inside  instead  of  being 
served  by  the  outside  arrangements. 

The  water  service  to  the  others  is  direct  to  all  dwellings. 

The  water  undertaking  was  transferred  during  the  year  to  the 
Mid-Northamptonshire  Water  Board. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — No  new  works  of  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  have  been  undertaken  during  the  year. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  have  been  well  maintained  and  are 
dealing  efficiently  with  the  daily  flow.  The  effluent  produced  has  been 
uniformly  good  throughout  the  year. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. — During  the  year  240  in- 
spections were  made.  41  nusiances  were  abated  by  serving  informal 
notices.  No  statutory  notices  were  found  necessary. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act. — The  Northamptonshire 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee  in  agreement  with  the  Council 
treated  the  House  Refuse  Tip  and  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at 
intervals  during  the  year.  These  two  sites  are  being  kept  free  from 
vermin.  The  sewers  were  baited  during  November  and  no  baits  were 
taken. 

SECTION  D.  Housing. 

Six  houses  were  built  during  1949  by  private  enterprise.  Twenty- 
eight  were  completed  by  the  Coimcil.  Twenty-four  were  in  the  course 
of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Factories  Act,  1937. — Sixteen  inspections  of  Factories  were 
made.  One  informal  notice  was  served.  This  referred  to  want  of 
cleanhness  to  a water  closet.  The  complaint  was  remedied  and  the  W.C. 
was  found  to  be  kept  in  a clean  condition  on  subsequent  visits.  Further 
decoration  of  workrooms  has  been  carried  out,  all  schemes  tending  to 
brighten  the  premises.  The  three  canteens  provided  at  Factories  con- 
tinue to  be  conducted  at  a good  standard  of  cleanhness. 

The  number  of  outworkers  in  August  1949  was  161. 
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SECTION  E.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Meat  and  other  foods. — There  are  no  Government  Slaughter- 
houses being  operated  within  the  Urban  Area.  Slaughtering  of  animals 
was  confined  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  Self  Suppliers  of  Pigs  Scheme. 
Of  the  seventy-five  notices  received  giving  notice  of  slaughter,  it  was 
pleasing  to  note  that  sixty-five  were  slaughtered  at  registered 
slaughterhouses  and  the  remainder  at  the  keepers  own  address.  Thirty 
carcases  were  inspected  and  no  disease  was  noted. 

Food  Condemned. — 15  Boxes  of  Camembert  Cheese,  11,  21b. 
tins  of  Youngberry  jam,  13|lbs.  of  Bacon,  1^  Stone  of  Cod  Fillets,  and 
2,  31b  tins  of  meat. 

Fish  Frying. — There  are  three  Fish  Frying  establishments  in  the 
Urban  area.  These  were  kept  in  a clean  condition  throughout  the  year 
and  no  nuisances  arose. 

Bakehouses. — The  town  is  served  by  one  Bakehouse.  This  has 
been  kept  in  a clean  condition.  Good  facilities  are  provided  for  the 
cleanliness  of  employees. 

Ice  Cream. — There  are  no  licensed  Manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream. 

Six  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream.  All  are 
fitted  with  Refrigerators  and  well-known  brands  of  Ice  Cream  are  sold. 

Milk  Supply. — Twenty-eight  samples  of  raw  milk  were  sub- 
mitted for  examination  by  the  methylene  blue  test.  19  were  foimd  to  be 
satisfactoryj  5 moderate,  and  4 bad.  14  samples  of  pasteurised  milk 
were  sent  for  phosphatase  test  and  all  were  foimd  to  be  satisfactory. 
10  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  tested  by  the  methylene  blue  test 
and  all  were  satisfactory. 

SECTION  F.  Infectious  Diseases. 

Four  cases  of  Acute  Pohomyehtis  were  notified  during  the  Autumn, 
all  were  removed  to  Hospital.  One  girl  age  13  years  died  within  a week 
of  the  onset  of  the  disease. 

Typhoid  Fever: — One  child  aged  2 years  was  removed  from 
Kettering  General  Hospital  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  where  she  died. 
This  case  was  notified  to  another  authority. 

Tuberculosis 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 
These  Regulations  empower  the  Council  to  prevent  persons  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  to  engage  in  the  milk  trade.  No  action  was  taken 
during  1949. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62  and  Public  Health  Act,  1936 
Section  172.  No  action  was  taken  under  this  section  whereby  an  infec- 
tious case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  may  be  compusorily  removed  to 
hospital. 

Three  new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
the  year  and  three  deaths  occurred  from  Respiratory  tuberculosis.  A 
table  is  shown  giving  the  age  and  sex  incidence  of  tuberculosis  for  1949. 
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AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis),  1949 


Age 

Unknown 

1 

1 

1 

1 

s 

Q 

pH 

1 

1 

Removed 
to  Hospital 

i 

1 in 

1 

All 

Ages 

- 

in 

65  & 
Over 

1 

1 

1 

in 

o 

1 

in 

1 

1 

in 

1 

in 

CO 

1 

1 

m 

CO 

o 

04 

1 

1 

1 

o 

CN 

1 

1 

in 

1 

1 

1 

m 

, 

o 

- 

1 

- 

o 

in 

1 

in 

1 

1 

I 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3-4 

- 

1 

- 

2-3 

- 

- 

og 

(N 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Disease 

Poliomylitis 

Typhoid 

Totals 

s 


o 


Q 

U 

.& 

9 

H 


•s 

o 

V3 

U 

CA 

< 

u 

CA 


s 

o 


3 

o 


h 


o 

u 


Q 


ti 

o 


a 

o 

CA 


bb 

< 


3 


1> 

a 

3 


c« 


a 

< 


u 


X) 

(U 


PL, 


C 

CJ 


04 


t 


1 


I 


m 


cn 


04 


I 


1) 

C/) 


Cd 

(U 


5 


o 

a 

o 

a 


3 

o 

jC 

a 

>> 

h 


9 


Totals 


NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS,  1949 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Age 

Periods 

Male 

Female 

Male  Female 

0— 

— 

— 

— — 

1— 

— . 

— 

— — 

5— 

— 

— 

— — 

15— 

1 

— 

— — 

25— 

— 

1 

— — 

35— 

1 

— 

— — 

45— 

— 

— 

— — 

55— 

— 

— 

— — 

65— 

— 

— 

— — 

Totals 

2 

1 

— — 

DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS,  1949 


Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 


Age 


Periods 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 
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